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1. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch on Genesis 6:6

For so long people have philosophized all round these expressions to remove the
danger of the slightest thought of any materiality or corporality of God that at the
end one runs very nearly into the danger of losing all idea of the personality of
God. Had that been the purpose of the Torah, those kinds of expressions could
easily have been avoided. But this last danger is greater than the first—such
consciousness of the personality of God is of much greater importance than
speculating about it, as to whether this or that can be asserted of God.

2. Ezekiel 2:9-10

%As | looked, there was a hand stretched out to me, holding a written scroll. *°He
unrolled it before me, and it was inscribed on both the front and the back; on it
were written lamentations, dirges, and woes.
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3. Midrash Lamentations Rabbah Prologue 25

R. Aha said: The Shechinah may be likened to a king who left his palace in anger. After
going out, he came back and embraced and kissed the walls of the palace and its pillars,
weeping and exclaiming, O the peace of my palace, O the peace of my royal residence, O
the peace of my beloved house! O peace, from now onward let there be peace!
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4. Midrash Lamentations Rabbah Prologue 34

Being bound in chains (Jer. 40:1): R. Aha said: If it is possible to say so, both He and
Jeremiah were bound in chains. As a parallel it is written, | was among the captives
(Ezek. 1:1).
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5. Ezekiel 33:21-22

21In the twelfth year of our exile, on the fifth day of the tenth month, a fugitive
came to me from Jerusalem and reported, “The city has fallen.” 2Now the hand of
the LORD had come upon me the evening before the fugitive arrived, and He
opened my mouth before he came to me in the morning; thus my mouth was
opened and | was no longer speechless.
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6. Ezekiel 11:17-20

17yet say: Thus said the Lord Gob: I will gather you from the peoples and
assemble you out of the countries where you have been scattered, and | will give
you the Land of Israel. *¥And they shall return there, and do away with all its
detestable things and all its abominations. *°I will give them one heart and put a
new spirit in them; | will remove the heart of stone from their bodies and give
them a heart of flesh, ?°that they may follow My laws and faithfully observe My
rules. Then they shall be My people and | will be their God.
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7. Ezekiel chapter 20

>Say to them: Thus said the Lord Gob: On the day that | chose Israel, | gave My oath to
the stock of the House of Jacob; when | made Myself known to them in the land of
Egypt, I gave my oath to them. When I said, “I the LORD am your God”...8But they
defied Me and refused to listen to Me. They did not cast away the detestable things they
were drawn to, nor did they give up the fetishes of Egypt. Then I resolved to pour out My
fury upon them, to vent all My anger upon them there, in the land of Egypt. °But | acted
for the sake of My name, that it might not be profaned in the sight of the nations among
whom they were. For it was before their eyes that | had made Myself known to Israel to
bring them out of the land of Egypt...

30Now say to the House of Israel: Thus said the Lord Gob: If you defile yourselves as
your fathers did and go astray after their detestable things...*?And what you have in mind
shall never come to pass—when you say, “We will be like the nations, like the families of
the lands, worshiping wood and stone.” 33As | live—declares the Lord Gob—1 will reign
over you with a strong hand, and with an outstretched arm, and with overflowing fury.
3With a strong hand and an outstretched arm and overflowing fury I will bring you out
from the peoples and gather you from the lands where you are scattered, 3and I will

bring you into the wilderness of the peoples; and there | will enter into judgment with you
face to face. *As | entered into judgment with your fathers in the wilderness of the land
of Egypt, so will | enter into judgment with you—declares the Lord Gob...#*Then, when
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I have brought you to the land of Israel, to the country that | swore to give to your fathers,
you shall know that | am the LORD. #*There you will recall your ways and all the acts by
which you defiled yourselves; and you will loathe yourselves for all the evils that you
committed. “*Then, O House of Israel, you shall know that | am the LORD, when | deal
with you for My name’s sake—not in accordance with your evil ways and corrupt acts—
declares the Lord Gob.
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8. Ezekiel 18:1-4

The word of the LORD came to me: ?What do you mean by quoting this proverb upon the
soil of Israel, “Parents eat sour grapes and their children’s teeth are blunted”? 3As | live—
declares the Lord Gob—this proverb shall no longer be current among you in Israel.
“Consider, all lives are Mine; the life of the parent and the life of the child are both Mine.
The person who sins, only he shall die.
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9. Exodus 20:4-5

*You shall not bow down to them or serve them. For | the LORD your God am an
Impassioned God, visiting the guilt of the parents upon the children, upon the third and
upon the fourth generations of those who reject Me. >but showing kindness to the
thousandth generation of those who love Me and keep My commandments.
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10. Jeremiah 31:28-29

29In those days, they shall no longer say, “Parents have eaten sour grapes and children’s
teeth are blunted.” 3°But every one shall die for his own sins: whosoever eats sour grapes,
his teeth shall be blunted.
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11. Makkot 24a

Said R. Jose b. Hanina: Our Master Moses pronounced four [adverse] sentences on Israel,
but four prophets came and revoked them...Moses had said, The Lord is . . . visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children and upon the children’s children, unto the third
and unto the fourth generation; Ezekiel came and declared, the soul that sins, it shall die.
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12.R. Eliezer of Beaugency on Ezekiel 18:4
Until now | have been patient on behalf of My Name and the city | have chosen. But
from now on, I will not be patient...but rather you are like individuals.
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13. Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook’s letters #283

When the nation declined, Ezekiel saw that spiritual separateness was good for her so that
the past sins would not factor into their judgment...this is what the situation required.
When a righteous person decrees a decree, Heaven upholds it...and the new path is
paved...to judge each individual separately.
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14. Deuteronomy 7:9-10

*Know, therefore, that only the LORD your God is God, the steadfast God who
keeps His covenant faithfully to the thousandth generation of those who love Him
and keep His commandments, °but who instantly requites with destruction those
who reject Him—never slow with those who reject Him, but requiting them
instantly.
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